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The UN Platform for Action Committee (UNPAC) in Manitoba, Canada was established in 1995 after the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China 1995 to advocate for the implementation of the Platform for Action born out of Beijing as well as other United Nations agreements which advance women's equality. UNPAC's predecessor was the UN Decades for Women, which was formed when Manitoba women participated in the Third World Conference on Women in Nairobi in 1985. Ten years later, 30 Manitoba women went to Beijing for the Fourth World Conference, participating in both the UN conference and the parallel NGO Conference. They returned to Manitoba with a commitment to see the recommendations in the Platform for Action implemented.

Mission Statement:

UNPAC will support the objectives of the Platform for Action by working through community action and with other organizations, locally and globally, for equality, development and peace.
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Congratulations to Babs Friesen

Person’s Day Award in Ottawa, October 20, 2003

Highlights for UNPAC (MB)

2003-2004

Women and Economy Project
The goal of the Women and Economy project was to encourage women in Manitoba to talk about the economy!  Two years later, the project was completed with a 26 minute video “Banging the Door Down: Women and the Economy” and two Women and Economy Resource Books (a two-part revised version of the website in book format).  It was launched June 5, 2003 at the University of Winnipeg.  The Honourable Jean Augustine, Secretary of State Multiculturalism and Status of Women was in attendance.

The on-going commitment of the Project Manager Jennifer deGroot was the key behind the eventual success of this project.  The UNPAC Advisory Committee was made up of Robby Simpson, Brenda Maxwell, Tara Pratt, Muriel Smith, and Deborah Stienstra. We would like to acknowledge the many hours of editing provided by Robby Simpson.

Since June 2003, UNPAC has focused on promotions and distribution of the video and books.  Throughout the summer of 2003 all rural and urban public libraries in the province were contacted - 23 of them bought one or more copies of the video.  Videos were also sent to all Cabinet Ministers and the Leaders of each Political Party.  Many community and women’s organizations were contacted and many also purchased copies of the video and books.  The Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario invited Jennifer to present at a workshop late in June 2003 and have since ordered 50 copies of the video and each resource book.  Members of the Manitoba Women’s Advisory Council took copies to their national meetings in October to distribute to Advisory Councils across Canada.  Nancy Buchanan and Molly McCracken presented at the 2003 SSAG Conference for high school teachers.

Orders have been arriving all year – many from colleges and universities across Canada and the USA and from as far away as Australia.  Women’s organizations in Africa and Asia have also contacted us for copies.  Three Winnipeg businesses are selling our resources:  The Sedentary Nomad, Mondragon Bookstore and Coffeehouse, and Beyond Words – the University of Winnipeg bookstore.  Early in 2004 an emphasis was made on promoting the video to rural and Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.  Many contacts were made through the Women’s Social Justice Forum and through our existing contacts across the province.  To date over 500 videos have been distributed and over 200 of each of the Resource Books.  UNPAC would like to acknowledge the many people who have helped us promote our resources over the past year.

The video has shown at two Film Festivals: the Winnipeg Global Justice Film Festival in October 2003 and the Sugar and Splice Feminist Film Festival in May 2004.  At the latter festival, “Banging the Door Down” was short-listed for the Nell Shipman Award for a feminist short by a Winnipeg filmmaker.  

Despite our limited staff time, we checked our e-mail frequently over the past year and maintained the website.  The UNPAC website has been merged with the Women & Economy Project website.  All of the annual reports are on www.unpac.ca as well as conference reports, letters to government, budget responses, and information about Beijing/Beijing+5.

Women and Technology
For the Womenspace Consultation on the Impact of Technology on Women, Fall 2003, Mary Scott took the lead, with the assistance of Jennifer deGroot, in the involvement of UNPAC as one of the across Canada moderators for the Internet Consultation on the Impact of Technology on Women.  Then for October 16-18, 2003, Mary Scott and Cyndy Leszczynski (involved with Women and Economy web design) attended the Women, Policy and ICTs Womenspace Conference in Ottawa.  Subsequently, a letter was sent to Prime Minister Martin recommending a women’s cluster on the Government of Canada website.  In April 2003, UNPAC wrote a letter of support for the nomination of a Canadian organization, Womenspace Inc., for the first Anita Borg Social Impact Award.

An UNPAC committee of Mary Scott and Joan Butcher, with Janet Carriere as a recent addition, continue to pursue ideas for future projects in Women and Technology.

Child Care Coalition
Robby Simpson represented UNPAC (MB) on the Child Care Coalition for the project “Childcare Research as a Tool for Development: A Social and Economic Impact Study of Childcare in Winnipeg”.  The project was completed and launched in May 2004.

Collaboration with UNIFEM, Winnipeg Chapter and LEAF
UNPAC provided financial support for the UNIFEM program, “Our Experiences in Iraq: Thoughts and Reflections” on September 18, 2003 at the University of Winnipeg.  Once again, UNPAC committed funds to LEAF Breakfast held in October 2003 and a number of members were able to attend.

Trafficking in Women and Girls

Stella Le John reported on the workshop held mid-October and recommended that UNPAC partner to raise awareness about Trafficking in Women and Girls.

Visioning Session
A potluck visioning session “Where Do We Go From Here? Vision for Future Direction” was held on January 17, 2004 with 16 members present of which 12 were Coordinating Committee members. Three themes were chosen as UNPAC’s focus in the next year:

· Furthering the impact of the Women and Economy project

· Connecting with Youth

· Lobbying for improvements in the economic status of women and marginalized groups, as well as social justice.

Over the short term, lobbying prior to the federal election and furthering work on the Women & Economy project is to be the focus. Over the long term, it was recommended that UNPAC explore the possibility of a funding proposal to develop a gender-based budget.

Women’s Social Justice Forum

Four members of the UNPAC Coordinating Committee (two representing UNPAC) attended the Forum that was held February 17, 2004.  Brainstorming sessions were held with 100 people across the province with 23 Women and Economy videos distributed at the event.

Gender Budget Project
On short notice for the Provincial budget, UNPAC allocated funds toward a gender budget consultation which to start looking at the possibility of a Gender-Based Budget. A fun forum took place on April 1, 2004. The result was 129 Suggestions for a Gender Budget for Manitoba (article from the Winnipeg Free Press attached describing the event), categorized under

1)
Recognition of the economic contribution of essential services

2)
Innovative programs

3)
Recognition of unpaid work

4)
Redistribution of wealth

5)
Better Services

6) 
Revenue Generation.

A brief meeting was held with the Minister of Finance Greg Selinger just before the Provincial Budget was presented. Jennifer deGroot was able to participate in the lock-up at the Legislature prior to the reading of the Provincial Budget. 

Meetings with the Government

A meeting was held with Minister Allen responsible for Status of Women on March 23, 2004 to discuss issues of women and the economy.  A February meeting had been held with the Liberal Leader Jon Gerrard. 

FAFIA
Nancy Buchanan attended the FAFIA National Symposium and AGM on November14-15, 2003 in Ottawa and provided a written report for discussion.  Jennifer deGroot sent a letter on behalf of UNPAC to Paul Martin expressing concern regarding BC imposing a time limit on eligibility for social assistance.

Our thanks to Betty Hopkins and Brenda Maxwell who have generously donated their homes and food for the meetings of the UNPAC Coordinating Committee.  Our volunteer members have provided many in-kind donations to keep the organization in operation.

Respectively submitted,

Joan Butcher and Janet Carriere, Co-Chairs
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