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The Beijing+10 meeting was to be a celebration of 30 years since the first world conference on women in Mexico, and 10 years since the fourth in Beijing, and an opportunity to assess progress made, obstacles encountered, and strategies for the years to come. It also offered an opportunity to review the Millennium Development Goals prior to the high level meeting to take place at the UN General Assembly in September 2005, to ensure gender equality truly becomes a cross-cutting theme. The two weeks in New York have now come and gone. On reflection, there were some yards gained, much holding of the line, many frustrating blockages, but no apparent backsliding.  The future course has been set for one year only: in 2006, CSW will address the themes of:

· Enhanced participation of women and development: an enabling environment for achieving gender equality and the advancement of women, taking into account, inter alia, the fields of education, health and work

· Equal participation of women and men in decision-making processes at all levels

Confronted with  80 ministers, 1800 government delegates, 7 first ladies, many UN agencies and literally thousands of Non-Governmental Organization representatives (6000 registered, 2600 were there for the first week), the United States attempted throughout the first week when a short political declaration was being debated to jettison gains made in Beijing, particularly around sexual and reproductive health and rights. With much time-consuming maneuvering they were foiled in the attempt, but the effort monopolized so much of the time available that their strategy effectively short-circuited the charting of much new territory. 

Significant exceptions were the passing of a first ever resolution on the rights of indigenous women, and a call to study the appointment of a Special Rapporteur on Laws that Discriminate Against Women. It became clearer why in the debate at CSW in 2004 and earlier whether to try to make this a Fifth World Conference, those closest to the UN had cautioned the rest of us that we might lose ground gained in Beijing rather than make gains because of the increased power of the “Right Wing”. However, the chilly atmosphere did not prevent the global women’s movement from continuing to use the space made available at the UN, however inconvenient and limited, to advance women’s networking and strengthen our resolve to persist in the global struggle for Equality, Development and Peace.

As a representative of National Council of Women of Canada, I was fortunate to be one of the three NGO women appointed to the Canadian Delegation, the others being Denise Thibeault from AFEAS in Quebec and Natasha Himer, a young law student from McGill (On Wednesday, March 9, Natasha made a moving presentation on behalf of young women in the main Conference Room. In it, she recognized the opportunities she had been given in Canada as a young immigrant woman from working class background, the first in her family to go to university. As students, they have limited access to policy debate and really have appreciated attendance at this venue). This enabled us to attend daily Canadian Mission briefings and shadow the negotiations on the ten resolutions that were developed and debated during the second week. We were able to see our team of Canadian bureaucrats in action and, regardless of my personal feelings about some federal policies, I was very proud to be associated with them as they worked tirelessly with like-minded delegations – and listened to our occasional whispered interventions. They also faithfully showed up at the most unlikely meeting spot – under the stairs outside the Dag Hammarskjold Auditorium – at 1:45 pm daily to report to and hear from the Canadian NGOs. 

Florence Ievers led the six person Status of Women Canada delegation, and Beatrice Maille from DFAIT was an excellent mediator as Canada’s representative on the CSW Bureau. Ambassador Gilbert Laurin attended some of the sessions, speaking on Canada’s reasons for abstaining on the annual resolution on Palestinian women and children. During the first week, Minister Liza Frulla, three MPs from the new Parliamentary Committee on the Status of Women, Anita Neville (Liberal and Chair), Lynn Yellich (Conservative) and Jean Crowder (NDP) were there, along with Status of Women Minister Theberge from Quebec, the only provincial representative. Bob Coulter from Social Development Canada came for the second week, as did many Parliamentarians who came for the Inter Parliamentary Union event (chaired by Canadian Senator Joan Fraser) that focused on ways of increasing the representation of women in elected positions. Minister Frulla committed to consultations with NGOs to inform a new Federal Gender Equality strategy for the Canadian Government based on the recommendations from the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Committee at Canada’s last review in 2003. FAFIA has formally requested to be involved in the process as equal partners, citing various consultative processes that have been tried and found to be effective.

Canadian NGOs: there were more than 80 present; FAFIA: after efforts initiated at CSW 2004 by some Canadian NGOs to create a process to designate a Canadian focal point, Charlotte Thibeault and FAFIA (Feminist Alliance for the International Advancement of Women) did a fine job of coordinating Canadian NGOs. They had prepared a critique of the Canadian Government Report to the CSW, A Shadow Report: Going Backwards. They had also secured funds for an analysis by Armine Yalnizyan, a Toronto based economist, on a decade of Federal Budgets from a gender perspective. Status of Women Canada had enabled them to send 10 women to Geneva to the December 2004 ECE Regional Meeting, and 25 women to the CSW in New York.

Saturday, February 26:
FAFIA held an orientation session, where the history (Linda Christiansen-Ruffman) and logistics (Charlotte Thibeault) of both the CSW and the women’s NGOs participation in UN events were presented. Teresa Finik from Status of Women Canada presented government expectations and priorities (poverty and accountability, national mechanisms - of which gender based budgeting was key - and aboriginal women). These were based on the criticisms Canada had received when the last national report was submitted to the committee overseeing CEDAW. The five aboriginal women supported by FAFIA reported both on the Indigenous Peoples Forum they had been attending, and their frustrations on securing federal funding (first promised then withheld just before they were to announce it at a special event on February 14th) for their Sisters in Spirit Campaign. They explained how bringing closure to the families of the 500 or more young Canadian aboriginal women who had disappeared or been murdered in the past decades without adequate investigation or follow up was their priority for action. They solicited FAFIA’s support and a letter writing campaign to Minister Anne MacClellan was initiated. They said the priorities at the Indigenous Peoples Forum were: to recognize the misery that has accompanied globalization, to achieve self-determination and land rights, to develop a UN Declaration. Zonny Woods of ACPD brought us up to speed on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set in 2000 for achievement by 2016. Although she and many women found them a minimalist agenda without adequate attention being paid to gender equality, they recognized they had received high level support from 189 Heads of State and must be taken into consideration.

The remainder of Saturday afternoon was spent on a brisk but extended walk through the Orange River in Central Park. We all came away with rosy cheeks, inexplicable grins on our faces, and clutching small memento squares of the billowing orange material.

Sunday, February 27: 

The New York based UN NGO Committee held another preparatory event at Barnard College on Sunday. There we heard from Kyung-wha Kang, the Korean Chair of the CSW Bureau for 2004-05 and from Carolyn Hannan, Director of UN Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW). Unfortunately, Rachel Mayanja, the successor to Angela King as head of the office of the Secretary-General’s advisor on Gender (OSAGI). These speeches were followed by two Panels, one reflective of the past, another from the regions, followed by workshops on: 1. emerging issues and future strategies,  2. national implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA), and 3. Linkages between the BPFA and the MDGs.  

Reflections Panel:

Bani Madunagu from Africa reported on crises (HIV/AIDS) along with gains, many attributed to the vitality of the women’s movement since Nairobi in 1985. Sexual and reproductive rights, once considered “western ideas” , are now seen as more realistic. Nigeria has a reproductive rights law and includes Gender and Sexuality in the school curricula; Morocco has a more progressive family law; the girl child is better protected and there are some laws against trafficking; Ghana has legalized abortion; and the Beijing Platform for Action is being used to reach the grassroots.

Devaki Jain form India chose to be more provocative; she urged the women’s movement to play a role of resistance, and through building on the experiences of women from the bottom up, to create a new paradigm of development, and enable the UN to become the phoenix rising from the ashes – “engendering transformation”. She described the important role played by the UN in creating space for the global women’s movement to grow.

Wanda Nowicka from Poland spoke on behalf of Eastern Europe and Russia: she described the importance post-1989 of linkages with women’s NGOs - DAWN, Centre for Women’s Global Leadership and others – that have provided “energy, synergy, mobilization, collaboration and friendship”. The US elections in 2000 have put a damper on their optimism; they are prepared to struggle to keep what they have and hopefully make gains in the future.

Mildred Persinger from the US (and YWCA) spoke for ECE/North America: she spoke of early efforts with Roosevelt to secure a presence for NGOs at the UN, and with Kennedy over civil rights; women at the UN coalesced at the Bucharest Conference on Population in 1974 where there were no women on the delegation, but through the efforts of the NGO women and a population Tribune, they eventually saw inserted into the document the following words: “Governments who wish to affect population growth should pay some attention to both ends of the reproductive cycle.” Through the efforts of Hilka Pietila and others, governments started to include women in their delegations. The seeds of change were firmly planted in 1975 with the first International Year for Women, and the Decade and Conferences that followed.

Virginia Vargas from Peru spoke for Latin America: She spoke of the evolution of a human rights framework at the UN but cautioned that the MDGs run the risk of being overly technocratic. She spoke of the overriding need to promote peace, combat militarism and the global neo-liberal economic structure, ensure sexual and reproductive rights, including rights to abortion and sexual orientation, and continue to build women’s networks to generate different models of what the UN should do. 

Regional Panel Highlights:

Africa: there are emerging issues not caught in the BPFA: increased violence against women, HIV/AIDS, high levels of poverty. Human Rights are acquiring rhetorical support at the organization for African Union (OAU) but political will to promote and  protect them is still lacking. Corruption in government, support for widows, trafficking and prostitution are emerging issues.

Latin America: religious fundamentalist movements are growing, secular states are becoming confessional. This is bad news for women’s sexual and reproductive rights in this most unequal region of the world where states are aggravated by unsustainable debt.

Caribbean: trade agreements and neo-liberalization are leading to offloading of social responsibilities to women. Networking is difficult because of geography; trafficking is on the increase; the increase in male backlash means that gender issues must be clarified once again; sexual and reproductive rights are threatened. Government commitment is needed to implement the BPFA.

Asia Pacific: institutional mechanisms offer the best chance for gains but can be too elitist. There have been some improvements in laws relating to sexual harassment, rape and battering. Women need to be transformed from passivity and isolation to cooperative and assertive activism to ensure MDGs do not produce more “winners” and “losers”. Microcredit schemes can help but are not the full answer. Ethnic and religious fundamentalism and militarism are resurfacing. The women’s movement needs revitalization with younger women; donor fatigue and advocacy burnout are additional problems.

ECE/North America: similar themes to above – need to combat resurgent fundamentalism and militarism, sexual and reproductive rights for all forms of family; ICT must be developed in ways that do not exploit women; services like water, sanitation, education and care must remain under the public sector; women need to be seen as agents of decision-making, not just victims in need of help; marginalized groups needing special attention are the indigenous, Romany, women with disabilities, older women; issues needing attention are protecting the right to choice of sexual orientation and resources for NGOs.

Western Asia: most states ratified CEDAW but with reservations; when progressive laws are passed, implementation lags because Gender equality is not a priority. Social and cultural traditions are major obstacles and gender equality tends to be only for women from higher socio-economic levels.

Wrapup: by Charlotte Bunche: women should be everywhere – at the Security Council, at the WTO, at MDG+5; women are still a global force and the BPFA has a constituency; women must be consulted in reform of the UN. 

Other Issues: WSIS (World Summit on the Information Society), spread of sharia law, some government involvement in trafficking, delegitimization of war, violence in the media, debates around “sex work”, IFIs and trade agreements, whether and how to involve men and boys in the struggle for gender equality; ecologically sustainable development, biodiversity and biotechnology, fundamentalist extremism in politics, economics, religion, culture and tradition, the appointment of a special rapporteur on laws that discriminate against women; “terrorism”; racism. 

Back to the UN from Monday, February 28 – March 11:

High level government meetings: Security was much tighter than in previous years with many sessions only available through TV in an “Overflow Room”, or held “upstairs” in the General Assembly, Trusteeship or ECOSOC chambers. Only those with Government delegation badges could access the latter so access of NGOs to Government delegates and documents was strictly limited.

Opening: Kwang-wha Kang (CSW Bureau Chair), Rachel Mayanja (replacement for Angela King as Gender Advisor to the Secretary-General); Bani Dugal (Chair, NGO Status of Women Committee)

Plenaries: 

States exchanged reports on innovative achievements and obstacles encountered. Seven  interactive panels followed on:

· Synergies between Beijing documents and Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); 

· Linkages between Beijing goals and Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); 

· Review of regional appraisals; 

· Statistics and Indicator Developments; 

· Gender Equality through the eyes of young men and women; 

· Integration of Gender in macro-economic policies; 

· Role of regional and intergovernmental organizations in promoting gender equality.

The Canadian Delegation found these to be less interactive than hoped, most interventions being little more than “show and tell”. By 5 pm Friday, March 4, a short political Declaration that was expected to be approved in the first day or so was finally approved. The US had held out for only “recalling” the BPFA and Beijing + 5 (B+5) Outcomes Document rather than “reaffirmimg” it because of their objection to a very small section in the first that mentioned abortion and sexual and reproductive rights. They were subjected to almost unanimous pressure from the other participants and, eventually and  reluctantly, allowed the “reaffirming” language to pass with their adding an “Explanation of Position”, that this did not constitute recognizing abortion as a right, or indeed any other “new international human rights”.  The declaration notes governments’ determination to continue to implement BPFA and B+5, and to see it as an integral and cross-cutting part of the MDGs. Some states objected vigourously to there being so many resolutions, that not being the intention of the plan of work set at the CSW in 2004. 

Resolutions: 
There were ten, more than are usually submitted; when passed by consensus (with “explanations of position” or” vote” appended), resolutions carry a fair bit of weight at the UN, whereas those passed by voting carry negligible weight:

1. Economic Advancement of Women (US) - new

2. Women, the Girl-Child and HIV/AIDS (Mauritius – SADC) - old 

3. Reduced Demand for Trafficked Women and Girls (US)- new

4. Special Rapporteur on Laws that Discriminate Against Women (Philippines – Rwanda) - new

5. Mainstreaming a Gender Perspective into National Policies and Programmes  (UK – Bangladesh) - new

6. Integrating a Gender Perspective into Post-Disaster Recovery and rehabilitation Efforts, particularly in the Aftermath of the Indian ocean Tsunami Disaster (Philippines) - new

7. Situation of and Assistance to Palestinian Women and Children - old

8. Strengthening of INSTRAW (Jamaica – G77) - old

9. Indigenous Women Beyond Beijing+10 (Bolivia) - new

10. Women and Girls in Afghanistan (EU) - old

Negotiations on the draft texts proceeded throughout the second week. Some locales were accessible to NGOs not on Government Delegations; many were not. I followed #1 and #9 most closely and #3 to a lesser extent. They were voted on on the final day in the Main Assembly. The intent, contentious issues and results were:

1. originally focusing on entrepreneurism as the key to women’s economic advancement, states (led by South Africa, Cuba and the EU) wanted to broaden the context by adding a series of amendments to include issues from the public sector role in creating an enabling environment (legislative, administrative and financial measures to encourage not just the entrepreurial climate but also women’s participation in the labour market; women’s access to land and inheritance rights, right to credit, capital, appropriate technologies and access to markets and information) to the importance of including sexual and reproductive rights. They also wanted to include references to reaffirming more of the global conferences, specifically CEDAW on Human Rights and WCAR on Racism.  . The US eventually tried to withdraw the resolution but the Chair ruled it was the property of the assembly now that amendments had been made. The resolution was adopted as orally amended without a vote. Throughout the negotiating, the US kept saying they would have to “check with capital”, meaning Washington DC, but others couldn’t help thinking it was with the interests of “Big Capital”.

2. The HIV/AIDS resolution was strengthened with  “reaffirming” replacing 

3. Adopted without a vote, the trafficking resolution had been modified by the US to include suggestions from others: focus on root causes including poverty and 

gender inequality, and external factors that encouraged trafficking for prostitution 

and other forms of commercialized sex, forced marriage and forced labour, and to 

criminalize trafficking while protecting victims. References to dealing with 

military collaborators, particularly peacekeepers, or the money interests behind 

trafficking, were not included. Some delegations regretted that “all forms of 

exploitation” had not been included such as new forms of slavery and the removal 

of organs. Seven states spoke after adoption: the UK wanted it broadened, the 

Netherlands, one of the few states that has legalized prostitution by recognizing 

work in brothels as legal, supported by employment and safety standards though 

not for minors, and not condemned to operate in secret. They set a high priority 

for the police and courts to prosecute traffickers. China and Thailand regretted the 

secrecy of negotiations. Costa Rica repeated their objection to so many 

resolutions having been tabled in contradiction to the plan of work agreed to at the 

2005 CSW. Algeria strongly regretted that more had not been included to address 

the criminal activities linked to trafficking and the exploitation of women and 

girls.   

4. The Special Rapporteur resolution was weakened by amending the title to be 

 “Consider the advisability of appointing a…” and deleting immediate action 

 recommendations. An amendment proposed by the US to delete reference to 

 CEDAW was defeated in a roll call vote with only the US voting in favour. The

 US gave an explanation of position, dissociating themselves from the consensus 

 but then claiming to be a world leader in passing laws that promoted women’s 

 equality.

      5.    The resolution on Gender Mainstreaming had been slightly revised through 

  negotiations but was adopted as orally revised. Its purpose was to reiterate that it 


 is a tool, with the necessary data and indicators, for effective policy-making at all 

  levels and not a substitute for targeted women-specific policies and programmes, 

  equality legislation, national machineries for the advancement of women and the 

  establishment of gender focal points. It also identified political will and 

  commitment as essential, along with the provision of adequate financial and 

  human resources to the machineries and the importance of involving civil 

  society, parliaments and the judiciary. The secretary General was asked to report 

  on progress made to the 2006  CSW meeting.

      6.   There were minor oral amendments made to the tsunami resolution, the most 

 salient being the ones calling for recognition of the national efforts of the states 

 affected and the importance of planning relief efforts in cooperation with the 

 states concerned.

7. After a few oral amendments (“attacks” changed to “military operations” and a 

reference to the International Court of Justice statement on the illegality of the 

wall), there was a recorded vote on Palestinian women and children, the US 

opposing, Canada and Iceland abstaining with the rest supporting. It reaffirmed 

that the Israeli occupation was a major obstacle to the advancement, self-reliance 

       and integration in planning, and called for tangible improvement in their living 

 conditions. Canada said they were interested in a fair resolution through a

 negotiated peace. Israeli initiatives to transfer control of cities and preparation for 

 withdrawal from Gaza and the West Bank were acknowledged. He felt it was not 

 helpful, particularly at this sensitive time, to single out acts of violence, and felt 

 that the responsibility of the Palestinian Authority to protect the rights of women  

 and children should also be acknowledged. The Palestinian observer commented 

 that settlements were still expanding, military checkpoints were stillfunctioning in 

 Gaza, and the wall was separating Palestinian women from homes, livelihoods 

 and schools. 

8.   The Instraw resolution was adopted with Dominican Republic thanking all for 

 their support, and noting the resolution called for reporting to the CSW in 2006 on 

 its workplan and strategic plan to 2007, especially to include activities relating to 

 the Beijing process. 

9. The resolution on Indigenous women and children was approved without a vote. 

      During the negotiations the original sparse resolution had been edited but not  

      changed substantively. 

10. The resolution on Afghanistan women and children ran into a brief snag when 

India wanted to delete an “Operative Paragraph” – UN resolutions have 

Preambular Paragraphs – like the whereas’s in our resolutions – and Operative 

Paragraphs – like the resolveds in our resolutions), no consensus was likely, so on 

Canada’s suggestion a 5 minute suspension was called (it stretched into 35) during 

which a compromise was reached to shift the operative paragraph to become an 

additional preambular paragraph…   The significance was to weaken the “calls 

upon Member States to integrate a gender perspective when…”” wording to 

“stressing the need to integrate a gender perspective when formulating and 

implementing programmes and policies…”. It was then approved as orally revised 

without a vote.

Parallel Events:

UN agencies (UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNESCO, UNDP, ILO, WHO, UNRISD, INSTRAW, UNICEF and the World Bank Group all held parallel events)

NGOs sponsored  180 side events so scheduling one’s day was always a challenge. Most of them were held across the street on one of the 11 floors of the Church Centre so there was much scurrying back and forth with Security requiring a fresh “electronic frisking” before each re-entry to the UN. I attended the following events and have detailed notes for anyone who wishes to contact me. The bolded items were presented by Canadians.


Socialist International


Youth, Sex and Reproductive Rights

Rotary International: frontline NGO experiences   


http://www.rotaryinternational    

http://www.womenforwomen.org

International Gender and Trade Network: IGTN – they outlawed the problems, 

then asked: “What kind of trade agreements do we want?”

http://www.igtn.org   http://www.coc.org 


How To Deal with Islamic Fundamentalism (DVD of speech given in Paris by 

Maryam Rajavi for IWD on the national resistance Movement in Iran

http://www.maryam-rajavi.org


War on Trial: Canadian Voice Of Women for Peace– an excellent  mock trial 


COAT (Coalition Against Trafficking): Legalizing Prostitution: Making States 

Pimps – a good comparison between states that have legalized prostitution 

and recognized it as legitimate employment (e.g. Netherlands, Germany, 

certain states in Australia), allegedly to control it better. They claimed the 

intended effects in Netherlands had not materialized; that in Germany 

women whose employment insurance had run out and who had applied for 

social assistance could be turned down if they had turned down offers of 

employment in massage parlours, escort services or brothels; and that in 

Australia, legal brothels were dominating hotels in tourist spots and that 

the advisory pamphlets given prostitutes re how to protect themselves 

made clear they were vulnerable to horrendous human rights abuses.


Documentary on Women in Rwanda


UNDP: Why Link Beijing+10 with MDGs


Sisters in Spirit Campaign (Canada’s Native Women’s Association)


Burmese Women 


Giving Beijing the Force of Law


Women’s Participation in Decision-making processes: Quotas, Reserved 

places, action by political parties (FAFIA) 


UNIFEM: Gender responsive Budgeting (Many resource handouts) 


Holding Onto The Promise:Charlotte Bunch of Centre for Global Leadership  

(who challenged us all to ask fundamental questions: on security - whose 

security? On definitions- whose definitions? On priorities – why should 

terrorism concerns trump poverty, every day violence against women, and 

war?), followed by seven eloquent and powerful speakers of differing age 

groups and from different regions of the world. Charlotte concluded by 

urging women to go beyond usual concepts: “If we could get our heads 

around intersectionality,” what should stop us form incorporating “heteronormativity”? 

There was a daily briefing chaired by the UN NGO Committee and supported by WEDO for NGOs at the UN from 9-9:45 am. Its purpose was primarily to share logistical information. Towards the end of the first week and throughout the second week, the Linkage Caucus chaired by WEDO and Centre for Global Leadership met from 5-6 pm daily in an extremely crowded space to hear from key women at the UN (Rachel Mayanja  of OSAGI , Noeleen Heyser and Joanne Sandler of UNIFEM (about issues they encounter (any and all of shortage of resources, space, personnel, mandate – they agreed they need us to submit names of qualified women so when they are asked for suggestions for appointments they have a ready resource), share information and strategies.  Until that time, most NGOs had just been meeting with their national delegates or special interest caucuses. These briefing practices have helped to knit the global women’s movement together. 

FAFIA also held a social evening the first week and another debriefing one and farewell breakfast the second week. It was a challenge to maintain communications with women staying in different places and all electing to attend different events. The 25 women they funded represented a wide swathe of Canadian geography, familiarity with the UN, occupations and interests. They have promised to link everyone through the Internet on our return. 

Other noteworthy events:

February 28: Canadian Mission reception for UNIFEM where Ambassador Gilbert 

Laurin presented Executive Director Noeleen heyser with a cheque

March 1: Canadian Government reception for 80+ Canadian NGOs at the top of the 

Beekman Tower

March 3: International Parliamentary Union debates on women’s political participation 

(excellent handout!)

March 3-4: NGO Craft Sale

March 4: Voice of Women for Peace Canada’s hour with Ambassador Gilbert Laurin at 

the Canadian Mission

March 4: International Parliamentary Union debates on women’s political participation 

(excellent handout!)

March 4: MADRE, a Latin American Development Organization Reception – the 

warmest possible entertainment and great informational one pagers 

March 5 Saturday event at Harlem bookstore Hue-Man as one of three celebratory events 

planned for NGOs attending B+10. Three books were released: 


Developing Power: How Women Transformed International Development – 29 

essays featuring women from all regions who have contributed to the last 60 years 

of the global women’s movement, with four of the authors present.

The Global Women’s Movement – by Peggy Antrobus from Grenada. She was

one of the founders of Development Alternatives for Women’s Network 

(DAWN); she did much of her university work in Canada and will be resident in 

Winnipeg from September-December this year to teach Development Studies at 

Menno Simons College 

Sunstreams and Shadows – by Cicely Rodway from St. Lucia and Guyana.. The 

author read a few selections from her small book of poetry

March 5: home dinner with chief activist of Women’s International Coalition for 

international development (WICEJ) in the Dominican Republic area at the 

northernmost tip of Manhattan; Canadian Linda Christiansen-Ruffman of Halifax, 

on FAFIA Board, has worked with WICEJ over the years and together they 

produced a statement on the global economy and women at Beijing+10 in 2000

March 6: Meeting of Association for Women in Development (AWID) and great 

reception and dance in a pub in Greenwich Village

March 7: UNIFEM on Gender Responsive Budgets – tons of resource materials collected

March 7: Centre for Women’s Global Leadership – Holding on to the Promise: Future 

Directions for Women’s Human Rights – a resounding affirmation of the past six 

decades by regional women leaders who together have used the UN (and the 

internet) as space to build the women’s global movement; strong challenges for 

the future – followed by reception 

March 8: International Federation of University Women informal meeting in cafeteria – 

plotting how to have more presence at UN in future – eg offer to hold workshops 

based on IFUW policy? American women challenging their government 

representatives; one group initiated a petition to oppose recent appointment of 

John Bolton as US Ambassador to the UN; could IFUW Status of Women 

Committee play a facilitating role in the future?

 March 9: Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) held a 

reception at the UN to release their book Beijing Betrayed: Women Worldwide 

Report that Governments Have Failed to Turn the Platform into Action 

This is a very substantial book with reports from 5 of the world’s regions with a 

total of 17 essays and 40 “illustrative boxes”. It is based on responses NGOs have 

made to the B+10 Review and clearly shows their priorities.

Conclusion: 

As always, this was an engrossing, challenging, stimulating and endlessly rewarding experience. The kaleidoscope of faces, organizations, processes, reports of painful realities and some gains secured against tremendous odds, redoubles one’s commitment to the global women’s movement in the struggle for Equality, Development and Peace. Incidentally, I just learnt from the history on women at the UN that those three themes were set in 1975 by far-thinking women to bring together the then three main global groupings: Peace for the East Bloc, Development for the newly independent and poorer developing countries, and Equality for the Human Rights focused women in the developed world. That became the clarion call for the global women’s movement, a holistic vision of a world where everyone can find a secure place within which to pursue their personal, community, national and international goals. With the emergent challenges of militarism, economic and religious fundamentalism, cultural and social marginalization, where excessive individualism, protection against “terrorism” and the promotion of “national self-interest” can so easily trump human rights and ecological sanity, we as the women of the world do well to remember our deepest values. Not only can we be the voices of compassion and cooperation; we can also be the agents for the new ideas and actions required to reconcile all the apparent opposites that beset our global village. These are goals worthy of striving for.
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