UNPAC Coordinating Committee 2011-2012 Bios

Caryn Douglas is a feminist. Most of her experience advocating for women's equality and progressive change has been within church structures. She is a trained adult educator and effective administrator. Her current work includes consulting in organizational development and a major research project into the lives of women who served the United Church as deaconesses between 1895 and 1980.   Caryn has been on the UNPAC Coordinating Committee since 2008.

Gillian Doucet Campbell grew up all over Canada, primarily in the Atlantic Provinces.  When twelve years old and living in Montréal she was profoundly affected by the Montréal Massacre.  This event set in motion her desire to advocate for women's equality.  This led her to pursue a BA from York University in Women's Studies ('99) and her MA in Counselling Psychology from Providence Seminary ('07).  Having accidentally discovered her administrative talents through a student job, she finds herself working with student financial aid.  Gillian and her partner are happily raising a little one and look forward to welcoming their second child any day now.

Mara Fridell has been involved in feminist organizations for a couple of decades, and she's excited to be working with other engaged women on UNPAC's fantastic projects. Currently, she's working as a professor at the University of Manitoba, and hopes that she was a little helpful to Jennifer in the recent effort to support a Chiapas women's fair trade weaving co-op visit to Winnipeg.

Susan Heald

No bio available

Ruth Magnusson

No bio available

Anna Liza Malaban used to work with the National Commission on the Role of Filipino Women in the Philippines. She has been involved in providing assistance to various government agencies in the Philippines in mainstreaming gender equality and women's empowerment issues in their policies, systems, and processes. She believes that women should be treated both as agents and beneficiaries of development

Heather Plett

No bio available

We're not there yet. Gerri Thorsteinson continues to use her wordsmithing skills to raise awareness about the ongoing need for women's equality and to acknowledge and address issues of concern to women. She enjoys the opportunity to work with kindred spirits to bring about change. Gerri has been on the UNPAC Coordinating Committee since 2008.

Zulfiya Tursunova is a lecturer, trainer on peace education, gender, migration, and development issues who has been working with different local, regional and international organizations. She has provided her training and consultancy with European Peace University, International consultancy network Navreme and Institute for Integrative Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding located in Austria. Zulfiya has extensive experience in the management of social science curriculum and has worked as a Director of the Central Asian Resource Center in Kazakhstan and as leading expert in educational and socio-economic policy reforms. She has also conducted research on rural livelihood in Tashkent oblast and migration from gender dimensions in Uzbekistan undertaken as part of ZEF/UNESCO project “Economic and Ecological Restructuring of Land and Water Use in the Region Khorezm (Uzbekistan).”  

She graduated with a major in English and Arabic from the University of World Languages in Uzbekistan. Later she received Master of Arts in Education Administration, USA and Master of Arts in Peace and Conflict Studies, Austria. Currently she is a Ph.D. Candidate (ABD) at the A.V. Mauro Center for Peace and Justice, University of Manitoba.

Her professional experience is focused on community development, indigenous conflict resolution methods, and feminist research. Zulfiya is a member of the Women’s Advisory Council in Manitoba and a member of the Organizing Committee at the UN-Women charter in Winnipeg.

Trained as an Early Childhood educator, Gayle Zacharias believes in empowerment of others. After teaching several years in the public school system, she spent two years in Sichuan Province, People's Republic of China, teaching English to adults. Gayle then spent two years assisting in administering a teacher exchange program between North America and China, which led to 8 years of administering an educational sponsorship program for an NGO. Visiting the various educational projects, interacting with educators, parents and children around the world has strengthened Gayle's commitment to empowering others to bring about a more just world for all. Currently Gayle is involved in various church committees and works as an Executive Assistant. 

