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WHO WE ARE

The UN Platform for Action Committee (UNPAC) in Manitoba, Canada was established in 1995 after forty Manitoba women attended the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China 1995.  By the close of the Conference, representatives from 189 countries, including Canada, voted unanimously to adopt the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action reflecting a new international commitment to the goals of equality, development, and peace for all women everywhere. 
Since 2001 UNPAC’s work has focused on the area of Women and the Economy, one of the Platform for Action’s 12 Critical Areas of Concern.  Through our website <www.unpac.ca> and our video, Banging the Door Down: Women and the Economy, we continue to promote women’s economic literacy in Manitoba while advocating for economic equality for women in Manitoba and around the world.  UNPAC is currently working in the area of Gender Budgets.

BACKGROUND

Our extensive research on women’s experience of the economy demonstrates that access to safe, affordable, quality housing is critical in ensuring women’s equality for the following reasons:

1. Women make up the majority of the poor.  Immigrant women, Aboriginal women, women living with disabilities, senior women, and single mothers are disproportionately represented among the female poor.

2. There is a shortage of affordable housing in Canada, especially rental housing.

3. The social assistance housing allowance is inadequate to meet housing needs.  Women raising young children are most at risk.

4.  Women earn less than men.  Minimum wage (women make up 2/3 of minimum wage earners) is too low to provide for basic needs such as housing.  

5. Women have particular needs for safe and stable housing, for example in leaving abusive relationships, in providing healthy space for their children, and avoiding situations of violence.

6. The public housing market does not meet the need for affordable housing.

7. Women live longer than men.  Senior women have particular housing needs and less money to deal with these needs.

8. Women experience a higher disability rate than men.  Women living with disabilities have particular needs for supportive housing.  Disability Assistance is inadequate to meet housing needs.

9. Women are the majority of single parents and thus have increased responsibilities to provide for their children’s basic needs such as housing.

10. Women balance triple duties of paid work, unpaid work, and community work.  Safe, affordable, quality housing is critical in supporting women in this work.

BENEFITS

Access to safe, affordable, quality housing will lead to women’s increased equality, economic and other.  Women whose housing needs are met are much more able to contribute to the health and well-being of society and to the paid economy.  Their children are also much more likely to grow up to be healthy members of society due to stable housing.  As a result, all of society will benefit.

Meeting women’s housing needs also helps meet Canada’s international agreements under such documents as the United Nations Covenant on Social, Economic, and Cultural Rights, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Beijing Platform for Action which recommends government action to:

Enable women to obtain affordable housing and access to land by, among other things, removing all obstacles to access, with special emphasis on meeting the needs of women, especially those living in poverty and female heads of household (Women and Poverty Strategic Objective A.1.58.c) 

RECOMMENDATIONS

We suggest the following recommendations to ensure women have access to safe, affordable, quality housing:

1. As stipulated by federal government policy, gender-based analysis should be an integral part of any housing policy.  Without specific attention to gender, women’s needs are easily forgotten.

2. The Federal Government needs to be involved in finding solutions to the current housing crisis.  The Federal Government should set national standards of accountability for affordability and quality while allowing provinces and territories to retain flexibility based on local circumstances.

3. Home-ownership is part of the solution.  However, for many women home ownership will never be a possibility and in some cases is not a desired outcome.  Therefore filling the gap in affordable rental housing should be the biggest focus.

4. Special effort should be made to develop alternative housing solutions such as co-operatives which have been demonstrated to be an extremely beneficial housing option for women.

5. Subsidized rental housing should not be developed separate from other kinds of housing.  Housing should be mixed.  For example 20% of rental units in designated buildings could be set aside as subsidized units.

6. Another solution is to have subsidies follow the person so that people who need to move do not lose their eligibility.  This protects, among others, growing families and those avoiding violent situations and relationships.

7. Any individual or family who spends in excess of 30% of their income on housing should be eligible for a subsidy.

8. New suburban housing developments on the outskirts of large urban centres should be taxed at greater levels than those in the inner-city.  Monies raised on these new developments should be designated for inner-city renewal.

9. There should be higher standards of quality for landlords in order to avoid situations of slum and absentee landlords.

10. Subsidies should be available to landlords for the removal of harmful substances such as zonalite from existing housing stock especially in Northern areas.

11. An emphasis should be made on simply expanding the existing housing stock.  A greater supply of quality, affordable rental housing will help put slum landlords out of business.

