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Women & Housing in Manitoba 

Housing is Unaffordable!

· Census data reveals that 44% of renter households in Winnipeg pay more than 30% of their total household income on rent compared with 12% of homeowners. (CCPA)

· 11.3% of women in living in Manitoba are living in core housing need. In inner-city Winnipeg, that percentage rises to 24%. In other words, almost 1 in 4 women living in inner-city Winnipeg are living in core housing need. (CMHC)

· Women who are disabled, Aboriginal, immigrant, single parents or seniors are at increased risk of living in core housing need. 35% of women who are lone parents in Winnipeg live in core housing need. 30% of Aboriginal women in Manitoba are living in core housing need, compared with 9% of non-Aboriginal women. (CMHC)

· The housing allowance for social assistance recipients in Winnipeg is $272/month for individuals and $430/month for a single parent family with two children.  In 2006, the average 2-bedroom apartment in Winnipeg rented for $709/month. (CMHC)


Housing is Inaccessible!

· According to 2001 census data, 45,400 Manitoba households (11.6%) are in core housing need. (CCPA)

· Manitoba Urban Native Housing Association estimates that there are currently 4,000 families with approximately 15,000 children on waiting lists for their housing. (CCPA)

· Often the first problem immigrant women face is finding a place to live.  Research has shown that racialized women can experience extreme forms of discrimination when finding housing, especially if they are single parents. (CRIAW).

· The construction of new low-rental apartments has not occurred in decades.    

Housing is Insecure!

· A Winnipeg study found that almost half (44%) of women living in rental and public housing had moved in the past two years and 30% of children in poverty had changed schools three times before age 11, three times more than better-off children (10%). (McCracken & Watson)

· Homelessness is not always visible.  UNPAC has heard many stories of women couch-surfing and of three or four families forced to share one home. 

· Some women stay in physically and/or sexually abusive relationships just to keep a roof over their and their children’s heads. (CRIAW)

· It is not enough to just put a roof over a woman’s head; this roof must also include a feeling of security and safety.  Seniors, women living with disabilities, and racialized women are more vulnerable to abuse, including by landlords.  At the same time, they are often unable to find accessible and affordable housing. (CRIAW)

Government inAction

· Canada has signed the United Nations Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights which guarantees a right to adequate housing yet we have no long-term strategy to address the housing needs of low-income households. (CRIAW)

· On May 2, 2006 as part of the federal budget, the federal government announced that they would spend $200 million less on affordable housing in 2006 than they did in 2005.  This cut was made in spite of federal and provincial/territorial agreements made for funding. (CRIAW)

· On September 25, 2006, the Federal Government cut Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation by $45 million. (CRIAW)


Sources: Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women (CRIAW), Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives Manitoba (CCPA), Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC), “Women Need Safe, Stable Affordable Housing,” by Molly McCracken and Gail Watson (Prairie Women’s Health Centre of Excellence, 2004), Manitoba Women’s Directorate.

“The term ‘homeless’ refers to any person who does not have access to available, safe, appropriate, and affordable housing.”


Community Partnership on Homelessness and Housing, June 2001





Safe, accessible, affordable quality housing is a basic human right and should be enjoyed by all Canadian women and their families.








